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THE UNITED STATES, BRAZIL, AND THE
SLAVE TRADE.

While; by our seaward advices, we of the Atlan- |
tic side have but very indistinet accounts of cerlain
troubles in Brazil, it certainly looks a little singular
to meet, coming back from beyond the mountains,
a letter like that taken from the Cleveland F
dealer of the 8th, which we copied in Saturday’s |
paper, and which has, we believe, taken most of
our readers by surprise, being their first informa-
ton of our being involved in any difficulty in that
quarier. ¥} b 5 4

From the phraseology of that letter—:¢we ook
an American slave brig,” “ we kept her for a week,
« the frigate,” &e.—one is compelled 10 suppose
the writer an aetor in the events, and on board of
our largest vessel there ; butitis difficult to imagine
how even a very young American sailor shoull}
make so gross a mistake as 10 suppose our Ambas-
sador there invested with the right of declaring war,
or should represent our squadron as yielding up a
Jawful capture to the fear of being sunk by the Bra-
zilian forts. Itis plain, however, that some serious |
misunderstanding has arisen, in consequence of the
zeal with which our public agents have of late set
on foot measures for arresting those gross and shame
ful abuses of our flag, as the cover for slave-trading
in that quarter, which were brought to the attention
of Congress in the late President’s Message of the
20th February last.

That Message we gave at the time, but without
the documents, which were not then accessible to
us. Since the adjournment of Congress, the Mes-
sage, with the accompanying documents, have ap-
peared among the printed documents of the House
of Representatives ; and as these papers afford much
important information in regard to the Brazilian
slave-trade, and explain the probable grounds of any
quarrel with Brazil which may have arisen, it is
neécessary that we should endeavor, by an analysis
of the entire document, to put our readers in exaet
possession of a matter, in which are largely con-
cerned not only the general honor ef our country
and its citizens, the enforcement of its duties and
laws, and its humane and just abhorrence of a bar-
barous traffic, but possibly its peace, if Brazil has
taken or given umbrage at the steps which our pub-
lic agents have considered expedient on our part for
suppressing the abuses of our flag, committed by
disgraceful citizens of our own, in combination with
Brazilisns or Fesschmen or Bugtishmen equally
wicked.

" Qur readers must, first of all, recall the general
tenor of the Message in question, as far as already
published. Its main statement is the following :

“The mode and manner of carrying on this trade ure clear-
ly and fearlessly set forth in the sccompanying documents ;
and it would seem that s regular wystem has been adopted for
the purpose of thwarting the policy and evading the penalties
of our laws, American vessels, with the knowledgoe (as there
are good reasons to believe) of the owners and masters, are
chartered, or rather purchased, by nolorious slave-dealers in
Brazil, sided by English brokers and capitalists, with this in-
tent. The vessel is only nominally chartered at so much per
maonth ; while, in truth, it is actually sold, o be delivered on
the const of Africa ; the charter-party binding the owners, in
the mean time, to take on board, as passengers, & new crew
in Brazil, who, when delivered on the coast, are to navigate
her back to the ports of Brazil with her cargo of slaves. Un-
der this agreement, the vessel clears from the United States
for some port in Great Britain, where a cargo of merchandise,
known as *coast goods,' and designed especially for the Af-
rican trade, is purchased, shipped, and coneigned, together
with the vessel, either directly to the slave-dealer himself, or
to his agents or accomplices in Brazil. On her arrival a new
crew is put on board as passengers, and the vessel and cargo
eonsigned to an equally guilty factor or agent on the coast of
Africa, where the unlawful purpose, originally designed, is
finally corsummated. The merchandise is exchanged for
alaves ; the vessel is delivered up ; her name obliterated ; her
papers destroyed ; her American crew discharged, to be pro-
vided for by the charterers, and the new or passenger crew
put in command, to carry back its miserable freight to the first
contrivers of the voyage, or their employdes in Brazil.”

The Message then proceeds to extenuate, we think’
with but little reason, the guilt of a certain part of
the instruments of these iniquities :
~ *During the whole progress of this lortnous enterprise, it is
possible that neither the American crew originally enlisted, nor
the passenger crew put on board in the Brazilian ports, are
aware of the nature of the voyage; and yet it is on these,
principally, ignorant if not innocent, that the penalties of the
Law are Inflicted ; while the guilty contrivers—the charterers,
brokers, owners, and masters—in short, all who are most
deeply concerned in the crime and its rewards, for the most
part escape unpunished.” &

We utterly object o such gratuitous apologies as
this, by the highest agent of our laws, for the hor-
ed ae * ignorant if net innocent” must
engage, 'The whole thing is in that demagogue
spirit which talks obligingly of crimes, because
common suilors, workingmen, the larger class, take
part in them. ‘The President forgot that the eon-
trivers of such voyages would be most unlikely to
employ men without knowing, until they arrived on
the slave-coast, whether or not they were willing to
be the instruments of such crimes. Such a risk
they could not run ; for what if the, crew shipped
refused to act on getting there? Or (still worse)
what if some of them gave information! But, at
:l‘l!ﬂ;;lwynllwuhppdu a-passenger 10

‘coast of Africa must very well know what he is
going for ; and, if he did mot consent to the guilt of
slave-trading when he set out, he must at least
have consented to it when he saw, or aided in get-
ting slavés aboard. Away, ¢
with these apologies for tk

in such a matter,

Ses- | deliberate consideration—as they will receive, [ doubt not, that

sures than thoss now existing are nbcessary 1o give greater

-m*by&hﬂo\'mlix their comfortable support
‘tion ; and it is much to be regretted that this liberal policy
Jhas not boen adopted by Great Britain.  As it is, it seems lo

ests in its favor, Merchants nnd capitalists furnish the means

|

and of what shoedd be and what veally is that of

MILTON :

judicious and zealous efforts in the matter cannot be too highly
commended,) addressed to Mr. Hamilton, the British Envoy,
as to the best mode of suppressing the evil, desorve your most

of the British Government.
¢+ It is nlso worthy of consideration, whether any other mea-

efficacy to the just and humane poliey of our laws, which al-
ready provile for the restoration 1o Africn of slaves captured at
sea Ly American cruisers.  From time to time, provision has
and maintenance, during  limited period afier their restora-

me that the pelicy it has ndopted is caleulated rather 1o perpe-
tuate than to suppress the trade, by enlisting very large inter-

of earrying it on ; monufyctures, for which the negroes are
exchanged, are the products of her workshops ; the slaves,
when captured, instead of being retarned backto their homes;
are transferred to her coloniul possessions in the Weat Indies,
and made the means of swelling the amount of their products,
by = system of apprenticeship for o tesm of years ; and the of-
ficers and erews who capture the vessels receive, on the whole
numbér of slaves, so many pounds sterlug per eapita, by way
of bounty. :

It must be obvions that, while these large interests are
enlisted in favor of its continuance, it will e difficult, if not
impossible, to suppress the nefarious troffic ; and that its re-
sults would be, in effect, but a continuance of the slave-trade’
in another and more cruel form ; for it cap bebut & matter of
little difference to the African whether he is torn from lis
country and transported to the West Indies as 1 slave, in the
regular course of the trade, or captured by a criser, transfer-
red to the same place, and made to perform the same Inbor
under the name of an apprentice, which is at present the
ptactical operation of the policy adopted.
<1t is 10 be hoped that her Britannic Majesty's Government
will, upon & review of all the circumstances stated in these
desputches, adopt more efficient measures for the suppression
of the trade which she has so long sttempled to put down,
with (as yet) so little success, and more consonant with the
original policy of restaring the captured African to his home.”

The fear of incurring denunciations for daring on
this high matter to speak the words of mere sober-
ness and truth, will not deter us from saying to the
country what it ought to hear. The case is an in-
finitely solemn and high one, before which vanish
in our own bosoms a great part of the merely local
feelings. It is one of the few matters—if, indeed,
there be any other at all—where it seems to us that
men may allow themselves to fer] and to act na-
tionally, as citizens of the world; not even then,
certainly, upon any crude and rash ideas of that sort
of philanthropy which oftenest assumes the name
for purposes unsafe on all sides; but with a wise
and a true beneficence, that is ready in a cause like
this to thake any temporary sacrifice that can be
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that the attempt on the part of Great Britain to subject our
vessels to her acts of visit or search was, among other causes,
un obstacle to the successful suppression of the African slave-
trade. ‘The United States never could so cordially and effi-
ciently co-operate in the benevolent work of arresting that
odious traffic so long ns there was a pretence even of the right
to search their vessels. The jealousy with which they would
guard their rights of free navigation and commerce would na-
turally and inevitably, to some extent, cover and protect illicit
trade. That if the British Government would waive all claim
to this right of search of United States veasels, and would no
longer pay bounties of so many pounds sterling per capila for
every recaptured African to the officers of her cruisem, and
thereby remove from them the temptation to encourage actu-
ally the shipping of the slaves on the cosst of Africa, in order
that they may win the reward of their capture on the high
seas, (which they are accused of doing ;) und if the British
Government w cease itself to partake, in some sense, ofl

onies at Demaiars- und other places, to bind them fur

limited period of servitude, instead of restoring them to some:
African colony, there to be taught the arts of civilized life in
manual-labor or other schools, and thence to be dispersed
throughout Africa for its improvement, the attempts to sup-
press the slave-trade would prove much more successful, and
the roots of the evil would soon be reached in Africa herself,
where they take their growth. I urged that moral means
were much preferable to physical force, and referred him to

His only reply was, that his Government had changed its
plan of operation, by withdrawing nearly all its force from
the South American coust, and transferring it to the eustern
und western shores of Afries, as explained lately by the
of Abendeen in the House of Lords. This terminated our|
conversation, and I avoided ndding (what I am'sure of) thai
this transfer of force means nothing more, and will result in
nothing less, than the destruction of all except British trade]
with Africa, and in a necessity for increased vigilance on the|
part of the United States for the protection of their vessels and
crews in all the East. I submit whether, under our treaty
with England, soime inquiry should not be made which v.ill
elicit information as to her mode of enslaving captured Afri-
cans in her colonies. Is it not, in fact, a part of the sluve-
trade to take them away from their own country without their|
consent, to bind them out under a system of apprenticeship k
Are proper steps taken to guard their identity and o prevent
them from being enslaved for life 7 If they may be lawiuily
held in bondage for a term of five or ten years, why not
fifty or one hundred years, or any period beyond the duml.ﬁ'
of human life It is openly avowed here from various qua
ters that many of these apprentices, after being bound out, a
reported to be dead by their' mastets ; their names are
and flesh marks taken out, and they are transformed in
slaves for life. Has England, under her treaties with
pledges to the world, a right to carry on @ system like thig
which leads to the direct encouragement of the trade she prg-
fosses to suppress, and which, by fraud snd ervelty, increases
its horrors, inhumanities, and crimes ' Buot this is for me
merely to suggest.”

We pass over, for the present, what follows, up

safely made to the remaval of a hauman wo r&l“‘plu-

every body knows, thus fur eaptured all v
slavers that ever have betn ecaptured-—probab
least ten times as many as both France and our-
selves together have ever caught.. We ourselves
have never, we think, seized above five or six in
all. This superior success she has sttained in part
by the much greater force that she has employed
for the purpose,and the large annual expense at
which this is done, but no doubt also in no small part
through the very means which Mr. Tvier de-
nounces—the bounty which she grives her sailors
for every capture. they make. To stiimulate her
ships to the service she pays from her pocket so
much a head for every captured slave.

As o the subsequent disposal charged by the
Ex-President to be so cruelly and wrongfully made
of the captives, all these very hasty charges have
been abundantly exploded in the statements made
in Parliament by Sir Roperr Peer and others.
These we gave a few days since, as received by the
Great Western.

These inculpations of others are, however, made
still more unwarrantable by the facts set forth
in the documents themselves upbn which Mr. T'v-
g founds them. Tt is true that in these charges
he but copies the despatches of Mr. Wise; but
those despatches repeatedly declare also that it is
chiefly by means and under cover of our flag that
this iniquitous traffic is now increasing. How, is
easily seen. The United States elaim for their flag
an shsolute and unconditional exemption from
search. Well, they having in all only a few vessels
of war along the wide extent of African coast, the
slavers can of course in comparative safety assume
our flag ; which can, besides, be at once exchanged
for another should one of our cruisers come upon
them. Butit further appears that at present the
slave-dealers find it expedient to go further—to get
real American vesrels, and preserve for them the
seeming proofs of their original character and na-
tionality, even w hen these have in truth been lost
by a sale or other mode of transfer. By these
means they can pass unharmed through British
eruisérs, or be: searched only at that hazard of an
apparent viol ation of our flag which it is serious to
run. ‘The grounds taken, however, will be best
explained Ly the following extract from Mr. Wise's
despateh of the 11th October last :

“If 1 woderstand the position taken by our Government, it
in that the flag of the United Statos shall be positive protec-
tion to their own vessels ; and that, if any Power attempts to
exareise the autharity to search o vessel sailing under that flag
it must bo ut ita peril. That in 1o say, if the vessel belongs
ot States, and is under their flag, it is, under any
Mmmm are slaves themselves found
on board, & case fior reparation. If the vessel belongs hot 1o
the United Btates, or be under false colors, it is a cnse of
which the United States will nof take cognizance. The Earl
of Abardeen, as I understand, yields the point that where the
vessel is found on visit (which means, practically, the act of
search) to belong to the United States, even though she have
slaves on board, the British Government or cruiser will not
pretend 10 the right of inlterforing with her. The United
States insist that they shall not search 1 find out whether the
vemsol bo n vemsel of the United Stater or not ; and if they do,
and the vesscl does belong to their fing, whether slaves be found
on board not, they shall be held answerable,

These are Mr. Wise's views of our rights. A
littler further on may be seeni his idens of our poliey,

i Hohqukiwﬂflﬂ*hg,ldd-by
d with the British Minister to Brazil, Mr. Ha-

* During ray interview with him, [ took occasion, in a be-

coming way, rﬁ-,muhp—np- him the conviction

Britain, againot whom - these sches are AR
I'Uﬂ;"b'y"ﬂ}e Tata mm:h“l ast
nearly .

! : ; , Trom her suspicious
ats, at and off Cabinda, on the slave coast,
b ergisers, and at last abandoned by her

. (?pnin upon an alleged ontrage by the Comman-

der of the British brig of war * Alert;"” and the
case of the “ Sooy,” chased on the coast of Brazil,
just after she had landed a cargo of 580 slaves, and
abandoned by her crew, without removing the plain
proofs of what she was—an American-built vessel,
using ai pleasure either the American or Brazilian
character and [lag.

In his despatch of November 1, accompanying
these papers asd others communicated 1o him by
Mr. A. H. Tyler, our Consul at Bahia, (Brazil,)
Mr, Wise holds to the Secretary of State the fgl-

lowing language :

“These papers but 100 clearly show how the African slave-
trade is carried on in Brazil, and how shamefully the United,
States flag is prostituted to its infamous uses. Our laws
should be modified to meet this way of aiding and abetting the
slavo-trade by the sale of vessels here, to be transferred and|
delivered on the cotst of Africa. T'hus it is that our flag is
made to protect n Brazilian vessel, with a crew and perfect
outfit of slave-deck, water-casks, irons, &e. &c. to the African
const ; and I venture to affiem that not a vessel of the United

without taking out a crew and such outfit for the slave-trade,
and without the United States’ captain and crew, if not own-
ers and consignees, wilfully and knowingly siding and-abet- |
ting that traffic ; mgl I affirn, further, that in all such cases
the United States Conaul has reason to know, and does know,
to n morl certainty, that in every such case, without excep-
tion, there is more or less preparation’for, and an intention to
engage in, the slave-irade, if opportunity favors the attempt,
when any such vessel clears from his office in Brazil. But
the Consuls say to me, * What can we do # The owners or
persons empowered have the right to sell and to deliver where
they pl ' 1 have ventured to say to Mr. Gordon thm
there is a qualification to this right ; and 1 beg 10 know whe-
ther, in case a Consul has good reason to believe, from the
notoriety of the mode of carrying on this trade, and from his
knowledge of the parties to the given transfer of vessel, thal
the flag of the United States is about to be abused to the par
pose of an infamous offence agninst the laws of the United
States, he may not refuse to clear the vessel 7 Ought net our
Government to give immedistely as strict and strong instruc-
tions, in a circular, to Consuls on this subject, as its nature
roquires, and as our laws of navigation and commerce will
permit ! 'What power have I to instruct and direct United
States Consula in the jurisdiction of Brazil ¥ If American
Ministers have no power of controlling them, there ought to
be n Consul General of the United States allowed and appoint-
ed for this empire forthwith."

««Until instrueted” not to do so, 1 shall assume o eall for
information from, and to direct the action of Consuls ; and, in
one word, totake any lawful responsibility for the suppression
of the slave-trade earried on by citizens of the United States
ander their flag. [ therefore hesitated not 10 have sent o
Mr, Consul Tyler, at Bahia, the letter a copy of which is
enclosed. Heis, I am told, a eclerk or subordinate in the
house of Mr. John B, Gillmer, who, you will see by the letter
of Mr. Gordon to me, is said to have actoally sold the ship
Gloria for the slavestrade. At all events, you will see the
names of the owners of the Booy, in the State of New Jersey,
and of her master and mate. The exposure of the names
alone of our citizens engaged direetly or indirectly in this traffic
may go very far o arrest it. Ibeghkmofllnneplmnt
whether my action in all these matters has been too strong ;
and, if it is not approved, 1 desire instructions for the future.
If 1 felt fully empowered, and that T weuld be fully sustained
in the prompt and decisive application of moral and physical
means here, | woull stake my reputation ‘on the attempt to
break up all participation in the slave-trade by United States
vemsels and citizens, root and branch, in one year from the
commencement of operations—and that, too, without any un-
due restrictions upon, or ohatructions to, our lawful commerce,
Frigates are not the ships of war to cruise upon this station.
Station one here, and one at the river Plate, to interchange
froquently, and to visit Pernambuco and Bahia st irregu
intervals ; and near those places keep a regular foree of two
sloops-of-war and four brigs, at least, to run into shoal watars
on the const from Frio to St. Roque, and keep them, and as

the slave-trade, by carrying every captured slave ima""‘-l dal-§ South America to Africa, yet, from his sepresentations, the

the confirmation of these views in the lately expressed opi- Jas to the “ Sooy™ (or Fortuna) already mentioned.
nions of the Barl of Clarendon in the British Purlisment. 'They establish very clearly her history and owners

| | from the rock where the crew had deserted her, having struck

pige of the document—the papers
case of the * Cyius,” mma#g.&lﬁ

Suluisluklinliut.il,wlwdeliwmdnlnporlinzlﬁb.lm Ounim, «nd Mnded on the aliost sk husidd
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to the African coasts, between the parallels of 7° or 8°
north and 7° or 8° south of the equator.  Instmet the Consuls
to inform the captains and commanders of these vessels imme-
diately in all cases of a sale of a United Btates vessel in Brazil,
w be delivered in Africa or elsewhere ; and instruct those
captains and commanders to keep a lookout for these vessels
when sailing, and to examine their outfit, if suspicious, while
under the American flig. Cause the Consuls to inquire the
names of owners and consignees, masters and mates, of such
vessel so sold, and 1o have the same published in the United
States and in Brazil ; and appoint such Consuls only as are
men of high and firm character, and pay them well enough to
enable them to live without engaging in any trade or traffic,
or having any business connexisns in this country. I beg
that the whole subject may be brought before Congress ; and [
refer to Mr. Blacum's correspondence, already published, for
further information ; and, though I don’t agree with the mode
suggested by him, of not allowing our vessels to trade from

nature of the evils ihiy be seen, and the remedy for them may
be judged of.”

sl.nva-tmlf, and who fits or elears such vessel knowingly, or
with conviction of such destination, is a culprit—a pirate in
the forum of conscience—is o particeps eriminis in the foul
act of degrading and endangering the flag and of staining the
honor of his country, and is himself unworthy of any thing
but the severest penaltios of our laws. I know—for | have
from the very best sources full infi of the character of
the persons and place of Bahin, in respect to the slave-trade—
what sort of difficulties Mr. T'yler may have to deal with in
doing his duty in this behalf there. But the very reasons of
these difficulties (to wit, that almost every man of eapital in
and about Buahia is engaged directly or indirectly in this traf-
fie, and that its operations are scarcely hid from the light of
day, and that no one dures there openly to oppose or expose
its enormities) are the very reasons why he should have every
opportunity of finding out and knowing the faets and persons
of every cuse which muy occur there. The abuse of the
United States flag in this traffic exposes it daily to insult on
the high sens, aund on the coust of Africa, from the claim of
English cruisers to visit and seurch our vessels ; and the peace
of the United States is constantly endangered thereby. In

| It will be see, from the above, that our Envoy is | 24dition to its unlawfulness and inhumanity, then, the free-

ave-trade, not only with vigor, but, as we have
ready said, with something of that vehemence
hich is characterjstic of him.

Then follow, up to page 51, a variety of papers

Elispnsed to aet his part in the suppression of the
1

as a slaver. T'wo extracts of letters—the first from
the British Commodore Purvis, at Rio de Janeiro,

dom of our navigation and the peace of our country require

that United States officers should exert all their vigilance to
prévent and punish every attempt to abuse our flag to the pur-
poses of the eluve-trade, and thus to remove the only pretext
which any Power cun have to insult and violate the sanetity
of its protection, which the United States must and will insist
upon at all hazards, to every ship and every seaman which
ils under its folds.” 3

Then follows a despatch from Mr. Wise to Mr.
Cavnovx, dated 14th December, 1844, in which he

nal Intelligencer.

the slave-trade. On or about the 3d dny of January, 1844,
she cleared from Liverpool with this cargo for Rio de Janeiro,
consigfied 1o American merchants ; entered in Franquia; dis-
charged no cargo whatever ; took orders from the charterer ,
remained here only two or three days ; cleared, I think, for
Montevideo, and sailed direct for Cabinda in Africa; con-
signed to a certain Cunha, o known agent of Fonseca in the
African slave-trade. There she discharged a portion of every
spocies of her cargo, and with the balance sailed to the river
Congo, where she discharged all her cargo which she shipped
in Liverpool. She was, in all, sbout six months on the coast
of Africa, and during that time made one other trip flom Ca-
binda to Congo and back. During this time the brig Monte-
video arrived, in the latter part of 1843, at Rio de Janeiro,
consigned to an American house, other than that to which the
Agnes was consigned, with like instructions to charter her for
the coast of Africa, or w sell her, deliverable on that coant.
These consignees also applicd to the same English broker,
Weetman, and he negotiuted a charter-paity with the same
Manoel Pinto Fonseca. It stipulated that the Montevideo
should take in a lawful cargo here, for the coast, st $900 per
month, with privilege of examining and rejecting all objec-
tionable bales or boxes, and binding the vessel to take eerfain
passengers ot the cost of the charter. On the 11th of Peb-
ruary, 1844, she sailed from this port with a eargo sorted for
the coast, and with certain Brazilian or Portuguese passengers
on board, direct for Cabinda ; delivered her eargo to Cunha ;
and about June or July, 1844, she returned, still under Ame-
rican colors, to Victorin—perhaps in ballast. There, about
the first part of August, 1844, she was fitting for the coast,
with most of the appliances of the slave-trade, under the su-
perintendence of a man numed Sonto, who has heretofore been
acting at that port us Vice Consul of the United States, and

October 7, and the second from our Consul at Bahia— | Speaks as follows of the general facts arrived at by | o\ 0 appointment has, on my application, been since revok-

may show what the general management of these
evasions i :
u';ncr FROM COMM., PONVIS'S LETTER.

“The peculiar circumstances under which she is found on
the coast of Brazil render it incumbent on me to expose one of
the various artifices practised by slave-dealors, The *Sooy,’
is of American build, has on her stern the ¢ eagle’ carved, and
painted in Jarge letters *Sooy, of Newport.” This vessel, it
is well known, sailed from the port of Bahia under the Ameri-
can flag, with an American crew on board, for a port on the
coast of Africa, with an understanding that when the slaves
were acfually on board, the master and crew should leave her ;
which they did, and she was surrendered to the' captain and
crew of a slave-desler there, who landed on the coast ot Brazil
625 slaves. She was met with by the * Racer's’ boat, not far

on the shoal and drified off. Papers which have been placed
before me implicate an Englishman and a French house in
Bahia; and I cannot but believe the Americans who sailed
from Bahia in her equally culpable ; 0, in this instance, is
developed the impropriety of conduct of natives of all three
countries so strenuously opposed to the inhuman traffic, snd
whose respective Governments are using, in accordance with
the trae faith upon which treaties are based, all the means to
repress it in their power.”

“Cossviare or Tax Usiten Stares,

“ Bamia, Ocronzn 13, 1844,

““Sin : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
which was caceived on the S bedost
n reply, 1 hyve to state that the brig * s of Newport, New
Jersey, Mark H. Leeds master, arrived here from Lisbon on the
26th day of April, 1843, for the first time, and sailed again
on the 3d day of July, with a cargo, for the coast of Africa;
after landing which, she returned to this port on the Ist of
November, and remained liere until the 26th day of April
last, when she again cleared and sailed (the last time with a
eargo) for Onim, on the coast of Africa, where she had ar-

the examination in a particular case, where he has
causéd a seizure to be made :

“The accompanying papers—No. 1, an unoflicial letter
addressed by me to Mr. Hamilton, st his request ; No. 2, a
letter from the American firm of Maxwell, Wright & Co., in
Rio de Juneiro, to me ; and No. 3, my reply to the same—
will show the nature, connexions, and extent of the African
slave-trade as it is, and has for some time been, unblushingly
carried on by our citizens under our flag. Tt has grown so
bold and so bad as no longer to wear a mask even to those who
reside here, and who are at all acquainted with the trade be-
tween Brazil and Africa.  Upon information showing more
than probable grounds, I hesitated not to advise our Consul,
Mr. Gordon, to cause the arrest of the master, mates, and crew
of the briz Montevideo, and to hold them in custody on board
of the Boston sloop-of-war until he could examine into the
case. 'The examination has proceeded to u great length, and
I have given to it my personal attention and attendance ; and,
I must say, it has developed a combination of persons and of
means Lo carry on this infamous traffic, to the utter disgrace of
human nature, and to the dishonor of our flag and of allthree
nations—England, Brasil, and the United States,”

Mr. Wise then speaks with praise of the con-
duct of our present Consul there, Mr. Geo. W,
Goroon ; who, he says, has acted zealously and
efficiently with himn—so that he desires that, if Mr.
G. incurs any blame for these arrests, &c., he (Mr.

ed, on the ground of being also a notarious sluve-trader.
There, also, she toock on ‘board, ns passengers, a mastex and
crew of Portuguese and Brazilian seamen ; and there, for the
present, we will leave her, to return to the Agnes, and to re-
cur o other events trunspiring. ¢

““The master of the Agnes (a man of some such name as
Eugem(}uht)h-].in!hinﬁma.diulm&.w.hvhg
her in command of her mate. Latein the spring, or early in the
 summer of 1844, another brig of the United States, the * Sea
Eagle,’ arrived here, anil was chartered in the same manzer
ulthunuﬁdoo,lhmughIWuuma,lnrlheuﬂoldﬁh.
to take a lawful cargo at $900 per month, and to take passen-
sengers, &c. The charter party was with Fonseca also, and

wares, and merchandise are manufactured * fit for the coast.’
And she too was consigned to this same Cunha, the agent of
Fonseca at Cabinds. She took out hence; us pussengers, a
Brazilian or Portuguese master and crew ; and also took out
a4 passenger a certain Captain Gray, a citizen of the United
States, the owner, or agent of the ownem of the Agnes, and
who came master in her from Philadelphia to this port. This
Gray had here, through Weetman, sold the Agnes 1o Fonse-
ca, deliverable on the coast of Africa, at$9,000 ; Weetman
receiving, as usual, a commission for the negotiation; and he
or her consignees receiving commissions for the guaranty
also of the bills drawn by Fonseca or his agent in Africa, pay-
able in Rio de Janeiro, fwlhlmtill_ﬂ]l!hm
When the Sea Eagle arrived at Cshinda, she found the Agnes

was, like them all—stereotyped, as it were—as the goods,

W.) may share it with him... Heedde-— ..

* Any disspprobation of Mr. Gordon's course would now
be regarded here, as was the removal of Mr. Slacum from
office, as nothing less than a of the pursued
by persons in Brazil to aid and abet the slave trade. At all
hazards, I shall continue ‘ in the steps 1 have taken until per-
emptorily ordered to desist. There has not been the least ob-
jection to my course on the part of this Government, and the
police lent Mr. Gordon its prompt aid in the arrests.”

rived and diecharged her cargo.  She cleared from this as an

three foreigners, besides the , who is a native of New-
port, New Jersey. Her consignees, when last here, were
Messra. Gantois and Pailhet, Frenchmen, and who loaded
her both voyages to the coast of Africa. She was owned by
Nicholas Sooy, of Burlington county, and N. 8. Thompson,
of Atlantic county, State of New Jersey, as appeared by the
register. 1 have no knowledge of any connexion or interest
which a Captain William I. Tyler may have had with said
vessel.

] am not aware that she was sold at this place, but much
suspect she was—or at least that some arrangement was made
for selling her on the coast of Africa. She arrived on this
coast some time in the month of August, under the command
of a Brazilian ; manned partly by Brazilians, and five of the
former erew, among whom were two Americans. The mas-
ter, (Mark H. Leeds,) the mate, and remainder of the crew,

on the coast of Africa, and expected here soon.  She brought

slaves, and was on her way into the port, when an armed
bont from the British cruiser chased her, and she wus run on
ishore and abandoned. Two of the men of the crew she
ook from here, who came back in her, state that the crew was
paid off at Onim, and they were persuaded by the master 10
dgome in her, and told, if they did not, they would be lefit on
shore. [ am awsiting the return of the master to inquire
into this. :

“ [ feel quite confident that the vessel has been sold, and
was delivered over on the coast of Africa. Indeed, T have
been told, by a party here, that papers are now getting ready
to send on to Rio de Janeiro to claim her. She 4s doubtless
owned, now, in this city, by foreigners; but whether the
master has not made himself liable for aiding and abetting the,
da”-tmde. in the manner of selling her, is a question that I
am endeavoring to find out ; and [ will thank you to let me
know if, in the course of the investigation which may be made,
any thing tending either to oxcul him hould
npl.l'll.

“ 1 am, sir, most respectfully and truly, your obedient ser-
vant, ALEXANDER H. TYLER, Consul.

“Groner Wa, Gonnox, Eaqg.,

« Consul of United States of America, Rio de Janeiro.”

This answer of one of our Consuls to the inqui-
ries of another appears by no means to satisfy Mr.
Wisk. He sends back, on the 256th October, a
much minuter series of interrogatories about the
“%ooy,” and what she and her people have been
doing in the long intervals of the voyages that the
Bahian Consul mentions. His letter closes as
follows :

* Such are some of the many interrogatories [ would pro-
poso to Mr. Tyler. 1 have not the honor of his nequaint-
anoe, but am sure that, if he is a good man and a faithful
officer, ho will readily account for my scruting into his official
conduct respecting this case, and that he will appreciste the
candid motive of affording him the opportunity of doing his
duty so promptly and efficiently as to free hinmelf from the
suspicion which attaches not only 1o him, but 1o other United
States officers in Brazil—especially on the part of the British
authorities here—of a disposition 1o be at least blind 1o, if not
to wink at, the infamous slave-trade. Suspicions like these
do not affectume ; but it is too true and notorious that the Uni-
ted Statesvessels and flag are wsed and abused—prostituted, 1
ought to say—1o this odious traffic ; and it is my duty and
purpose to exert every means in my power, and to stimulate
by every mode, all the consuls and agents of the United States
in Brazil to sid in the effort 10 arrest and punish participa-
tion in its crimes by citizens of the United States, and to wipe
out the foul stain from our country's flag of being its chief
protection and safe conduct. In the code of mormls, if not
of peoal laws, every owner, agent, master, mate, merchant,
consignee, or consul, or other officer or citizen of the United
Staten, who sails, consigns, sells, or empowers to transfer a

or crimi

[ am informed, are on board the American brig Albert, now o

Next comes, under date of December 1, a letter

American vessel. Her crew consisted of six Americans and [from Mr. Wise to.the British Minister there, giving

the history of the several cases and of the general
facts brought to light in the examinations which he
has lately been conducting. This statement is so
important and interesting that we must present the
narrative part of it at large, and by this means not
only put the country in possession of a minute|
knowledge of these practices, but turn its eyes upon
the persons who are engaged in them, more or less
directly :

“Sin : My whole time has been occupied lately in attend-
ing to the examination held before our Cousul, in the cases of
several persons charged with the violation of the laws of the
UTnited States for the suppression of the African slave-trade.
You know how information, in part, was obtained upon
which to institute proceedings. The « has been
ful in the develop of three cases, at least, asto
trace the entire connexions of the slave-trade, and to show
that, whilst the vessels and the flag of the United States are
employed for transportation, British brokers are the immediate
agents of the slave-dealers in Brazil, in negotiating the char-
ters and sales of these vessels, and British goods chiefly are
sent and consigned to make fonds for the slave-trade on the
coast of Africa, and British ecapital and credit are used here
to guaranty the payments. Of these facts, now verified uh-
der oath, in the examination going on before the United States
Consul, [ requested Mr. Walsh, the Secretary of this Lega-
tion, to inform you, being too busily engaged myself to see
you in person or to address you in writing. By a note of
Friday last, Mr. Walsh says : ‘I saw Mr. Hamilton yester-
day, &g. He appears well disposed to act in the matter, and
says he will be glad to receive a note from you, comnmnieat-
ing all the details which you may possess. Neither he nor
Mr. Hesketh had heard of the case of the Agnes,” &e.

““ Acting on this message, I procoed to state, as briefly as |
can, the generul history of these cases, which may serve 1o
illustrate the leading features of the foreign slave-trade, and
the perfect affiliation of means between citizens of England,
the United States, and Brazil, by which it is carried on. |
shall not be precise as to dates, because 1 have not the depo-
sitions before me, and they are numerousand very voluminous.

“The Agnes, a United States merchant vessel, employed
in the lawful and regular trade © Rio de Janeiro amd
Philadelphia, arrived here on the —— day of ——. She
brought letters from hex owners in Philadelphia to her Ameri-
can consignees here, instructing them o procure, if possible,
an advantageous charter-party for the vessel. The consignees
as is usonal in Rio, employed an English broker by the name
of Weetman, of the English firm of Hobkirk & Weetman,
to negotiate this charter-party for her.  'Weetman negotiated
it with Manoel Pinto Fonseca, a person whose only known
business is that of the foreign African slave-trade, and whose
character for slave-dealing is as nolorious as any other univer-
sally known fact in Rio de Juneiro. It was to commence
either here or in Philadelphia—1 thiok st the latter port. The
Agnes was to return %o the United States, ship a cargo for
Liverpool, take in a cargo of English goods there, and thenes
to aail, vin Rio de Janeiro, for the coast of Africa. She &
return to the United States, took in there a cargo (either for
the owners or charterer, or in part for both) of lard, &e. and
cleared on or about the 30th of October, 1843, for Liverpool ;
chartered by the month, at =0 much per month, until she
should arrive on the coast of Africa, and there the charter-
party was to determine, or not, as might be agreed upon by
the purties. The English broker here was paid 2 commission
for negotinting the charter-party, and the American consignees
here were paid commissions for guarantying the stipulated
monthly payments, and for remitting them to the United States.
On or about the 6th day of December, 1843, she arrived in
Liverpool, consigned to persons as yet unknown to me, and
there took in a eargo consisting of sundry dry goods, of pow-
der, muskets, bar and hoop iron, and other articles known in
the English market, snd here particularly, as ¢ coast goods.g
The papers found on board the *Sooy’ will show you an ex-

many more small vessels as possible, cruising from the Brazilian

vessel and cargo, known to such person to be destined for the
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Agnes, in case be could get $9,000 ; and Fonsecs had ad-

before described. The sale, in fact, was made here by Gray,
befare he left, the vessel being on the coust of Africa and de-
liverable there ; but the appearance was kept up of selfing her
there.  As soon as the sale and delivery were effected, (and
probably before, ) the Brazilian passengers who were taken out
in the Sea Eagle, in company with Gray, were transferred to
the Agnes ; watet was shipped in the usual pipes, stowed two
tiers deep, fore and aft, and the upper tier being *chocked
even' with billets of wood ; rush mats were spread over the
pipes, and the negro slaves were berthed on these mats, with-
out any regular slave deck. The American flag hauled down,
and papers taken off, and name erased or painted over, she
sailed on or about the 7th of September, 1844, with sbout
500 slaves, and landed them on the const of Brazil, neay Cape
Frio. It is said Captain Gray and the American crew were
transferred to the Sea Eagle, which vessel remained at Cabin-
da until after the arrival of the brig Montevideo.

“ Whilst these events were transpiring at Cabinda, the
brig Montevideo, having fitted at Victoris, taken in water-
pipes, lumber for a slave deck, and a master and ¢rew of Bra-
zilian passengers, was sailing on her second voyage for Africa,
and arrived at Cabinda after the Agnes had eailed with her
cargo of slaves. She dolivered o part of her cargo st Cabin-
da; she had, in fact, already been sold, through Weetman,
to Fonseca, in Rio, in the usual way, for $6,000, deliverable
on the coust of Africa; and $4,000 of that sum had been
advanced, cither by Weetman or her American consignee
here, us security, and the one or the other took the bills of
Fonseca payable in Rio for $8,000 ; Weetman reuivhg com-
mission on the negotiation. She was consigned also to Cun-
ha, to whom she was delivered up ; the Brazilian master and
crew whom she took out from Vicloria were left in charge of
her. “T'he United States flag and papers, and her name, were
taken off ; her American master and crew were transferred 1o
the Sea Eagle, which carried out the Brazilian erew for the
Agnes, and brought back the United States masters and crews
for both the Montevideo and Agnes. The Montevideo ship-
ped 800 glaves at Cabinda, and landed them, it is said, at
Cape Frio. The Sea Eagle was ordered by Cunha to Vietoria,
with the intention to discharge the crews of fhe Agnes and
Montevideo there ; but the acting Viee Consul, Sonto, hav-
ing been stripped of his commission in the mean time, the
Sen Eagle, with all her passengers, was compelled to sail for
Rio to discharge them here. Here the United States Consul
arpested Pendleton and his crew ; and the master and crew
of the Sea Eagle and two of the men of the Agnes have been
examined, and will be sent home as witnesses.  And the ex-
amination shall proceed until all the testimony to be obtained
in Rio de Janeiro shall be recorded.  For the fucts detailed, 1
speak on the authority of the depusitions already taken and
to be taken.”

Then comes the following—equally worthy of
altention, except in what seems to us a very hasty
as well as invidious imputation against the English
eruisers ; for Mr. Wise himself afterwards distinet-
ly contradicts the charge, in the words of Mr. Sta-
cum: “The cargo, be it what it may, (except
slaves, as [ understand,) affords no just ground of
capture:"" a sentence that clears up the whole ac-
cusation in the third paragraph of the next extract :
“ Asido from these depositions, | have obtained much in-
formation, which it is proper you should know.

“The goods and eredit of British munufactarers and mer-
chants are liberally and indulgently extended o the Porty-
gueso and Brazilian merchants in Brazil, on long time.  The
Portaguese and Brazilian merchants ship them in these ves-
sels, chartered by the slave-traders for the coast ; and, in many
cases, a single vessel will take out the shipments of some ten
or twenty various persons.  They are not always loaded by
the slave-dealers themselves. ‘T'hose persons who purchase
of the British merchants the ¢ goods fit for the coust,’ are most-
ly wmall dealers; and the chief security which the British
merchants have for payment is the successful sales of thess
goods in Africa. If they are captured or destroyed, the Bri-
tish merchants suffer. The consequence, it is mid, in that
the English cruisers will not now capture or destroy them, be-
cause the blow is found to fll upon the trade and commerce
of their own countrymen.

“* Again : It is assorted hore positively, as | have informed
you on another oceasion, that the British cruisers do not take
the proper and active steps 1o prevent the shipping of slaves
in Africa ; and the alleged motive is, that they seem to desire
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vised his agent, Cunha, to bargain for her at that price, ss
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